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the R.A.F. General Sikorski, one of those strong charac-
ters of the stuff from which real leaders are made, is the
heart and soul of the Polish national resistance.
Let us pause here a moment and reflect. We can do
so without injustice to the men who are saving the honour
of their country, and who will give her back her inde-
pendence and integrity. They were the first to think and
say what we are about to recall
Among the remoter causes of the catastrophic events
amid which we have been living for years, I mentioned
at the beginning of this study the rivalries, differences,
conflicts and hatreds between the States which emerged
from the ruins of Austria-Hungary. This discord Italy
took pleasure in keeping active, as she made sufficiently
plain by twice (1922 and 1923) bringing about the failure
of plans for Danubian economic union. I claimed that
by not allaying these differences, by not settling them by
authority if necessary, for then they had the requisite
authority, France and England, who had all sorts of argu-
ments at their disposal for persuading these States, and
Italy, too, of their real interests, and, if need arose, of
compelling their acceptance of them, had contributed, as
they contributed in other ways, to the resurrection of
imperialistic Germany. Have I need to insist overmuch in
order to justify my allegation ? Czecho-Slovakia was the
first victim of this, and the Poland of Colonel Beck, in
return for having allowed the sacrifice, claimed a pound
of flesh.
She received it. But scarcely, to use an old hunting
phrase, had the end of the quarry been blown, than it
was against herself that the knife was turned. An object
lesson and a lesson of morality. Beat your breasts, Poles
and Czechs, who, instead of uniting, conspired one against
the other under the eye of your future executioner. And
we Frenchmen, whose hearts are broken by what has been
made of our country, and even you British who remain
alone to face the world, as Sir Robert Vansittart put it